ABSTRACT
 

Information obtained through November 2005 indicates that the 2006 Atlantic hurricane season will be much more active than the average 1950-2000 season.  We estimate that 2006 will have about 9 hurricanes (average is 5.9), 17 named storms (average is 9.6), 85-named storm days (average is 49.1), 45 hurricane days (average is 24.5), 5 intense (Category 3-4-5) hurricanes (average is 2.3) and 13 intense hurricane days (average is 5.0).  The probability of U.S. major hurricane landfall is estimated to be about 55 percent above the long-period average.  We expect Atlantic basin Net Tropical Cyclone (NTC) activity in 2006 to be about 195 percent of the long-term average.  This forecast is based on our recently developed 6-11 month extended range statistical forecast procedure, which utilizes 52 years of past data.  These include five selective measures of September-November North Atlantic and Pacific surface pressure and 500 MB height fields and a measure of the stratospheric quasi-biennial oscillation (QBO).  All predictors are calling for an active season.  Analog predictors have also been utilized.  The influences of El Niño conditions are implicit in these predictor fields, and therefore we do not utilize a specific ENSO forecast as a predictor.  We do not expect El Niño conditions during the 2006 season.  It is more likely that neutral or even La Niña conditions will develop.  
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