FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 20, 2006


As a result of a call received by the Sheriff’s Office on the 18th of December at 5:00 p.m., skeletal remains were found at 4900 Creek Road.  The Sheriff’s Office, Tuscaloosa County Homicide Unit, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences, the FBI Evidence Recovery Team and the University of Alabama Department of Anthropology have worked as a team to process the scene.  


PRELIMINARY AND TEMPORARY

IDENTIFICATION OF THE SKELETAL REMAINS, BASED ON THE EVIDENCE FOUND IS THAT OF HEAVEN LASHAE ROSS, MISSING SINCE AUGUST 19, 2003.  Positive identification and confirmation will be determined by the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences.

Up to this point this Homicide investigation appears to be a single horrific incident that does not tie to any other on-going investigation at this time.  There is no forensic or behavioral evidence that links this Homicide investigation to any others.  


This case is an on-going Homicide investigation.  The Task Force that has been established  includes the agencies previously mentioned, the FBI, the Tuscaloosa County District Attorney’s Office and The Center for Missing and Exploited Children.  Members of this experienced task force have been involved in numerous investigations, some in other parts of the country.  The integrity of the investigation must be maintained so that the offender or offenders can be vigorously prosecuted by our District Attorney’s Office.  In order to protect the integrity of the investigation, our briefings will be limited and no further briefings are expected until late next week unless a significant development arises.

At 4:30 p.m. we will be available to the media to visit the site where the skeletal remains were found.  Please meet at the control point on Creek Road, where the Sheriff’s Deputy is located. After that time the property owner has requested that the media not enter his private property.  Any representative of the media who chooses to visit the site, please wear appropriate footwear, since the site is an abandoned house with nails, holes in the floor, snakes and other potential dangers.

