Neighborhood Watch Program

Neighborhood Watch, Block Watch, Town Watch, Crime Watch — whatever the name, it's one of
the most effective and least costly ways to prevent crime and reduce fear in your neighborhood.
Neighborhood Watch Programs fight the isolation and separation that crime creates and feeds
upon. It forges bonds among area residents and businesses, helps reduce burglaries and robberies,
and improves relations between police and the communities they serve.

Neighborhood Watch Program
Program

Neighborhood Watch is the cornerstone of the Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Office crime
prevention strategy. It enlists the active participation of residents, in cooperation with law
enforcement, to reduce crime in communities throughout the County.

The Neighborhood Watch program is there to educate community residents regarding their roles
and responsibilities in the prevention of crime, and to encourage them to take active measures to
prevent crime. The program calls upon residents to step forward and assist the police in organizing
the community into a cohesive unit working toward the goal of building a safer, crime-free
neighborhood. Neighborhood Watch groups discuss neighborhood crime problems with the
objective of developing solutions to local problems. Tuscaloosa Co. Sheriff’s Deputies can supply
crime information to neighborhood watch organizations and instruct these groups in various crime
prevention techniques.

Block Captains

The continuity and success of the Neighborhood Watch program hinges on the person referred to
as the Block Captain. The "Block Captain" is a community member who acts as a liaison between
those who work and/or live in a particular area, and the officers assigned to that area. Through the
Block Captain, and through neighborhood general meetings, officers pass along crime prevention
tips and information to members of the community. This liaison is maintained on an informal basis
within the framework of the Neighborhood Watch group.

DOWNLOAD- Checklist for starting a Neighborhood Watch
DOWNLOAD- How to start a Neighborhood Watch

DOWNLOAD- Neighborhood Watch Manual

For more tips on how to keep you and your loved ones safe, visit the National Crime Prevention Council
at www.ncpc.org



